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Town of Norman Wells

Regular Council Meeting


Minutes of the Regular Meeting of Council held Tuesday, September 27, 2011,
in the Council Chambers.


Present:

Dudley Johnson

Mayor (Chairperson)

Frank Pope


Deputy Mayor





Ed Sheppard


Councillor                                         
 




Laurel McDonald

Councillor





Craig Scott


Councillor  





Bob Greek


Councillor                                             

 
Administration:
Ian Fremantle

Town Manager




Judy Sheppard

Town Clerk




Deni Gaccione

Assistant Town Manager





Julie Brown


Development Officer

Visitors:

Peter Guther


Keith Hickling



1.
CALL TO ORDER

The meeting was called to order at 7:00 p.m. by Mayor Johnson.  
2.
DECLARATION OF CONFLICT OF INTEREST
Deputy Mayor Pope declared a conflict of interest on agenda items: 

4.a) Delegation: June Pope, Animal Control Officer’s Quarterly Report

6.a) Old Business: Animal Control Officer - Extension.
3.
REVIEW AND ADOPTION OF AGENDA

Motion:
No. 11-355

Moved by:
Councillor McDonald

Seconded by:
Councillor Greek

‘Be it resolved that the Agenda for the Regular Meeting of Council 


dated Tuesday, September 13, 2011, is hereby adopted with the following  

      amendment:



Merge:



7.i) Letter, Phillip & Paula Spencer, Invoice from the Town and 

11.a) Response Letter to Phillip & Paula Spencer.’













    Motion Carried
4. DELEGATION

a) June Pope, Animal Control Officer’s Quarterly Report

Deputy Mayor Pope declared a conflict of interest and left the room, the time being 7:03 p.m.

June Pope appeared before the council and provided a verbal report of the animal control activities for the past quarter.

Mayor Johnson requested that Ms. Pope contact the University of Alberta and arrange to have Veterinarian students along with Alistair Veitch to provide a veterinarian clinic in Norman Wells.

Ms. Pope advised she will have a written report for Council’s information at the end of September.  
Mayor Johnson thanked Ms. Pope for her report.

Deputy Mayor Johnson returned, the time being 7:14 p.m.

b) RCMP Detachment, Quarterly Report

Cpl. Corey Forsyth, RCMP Detachment, Norman Wells provided a report (written handout) that he reviewed with Council.  The Cpl. was asked the following by the Council: 1) will the detachment be increasing their members during the winter season; 2) why is the prison stats increased; 3) is he interested in “citizens on patrol”;  Cpl. Forsyth advised he will research the program and report back to Council with the details.
Mayor Johnson thanked Cpl. Forsyth for his report. 

c) Lorraine Tremblay and Stewart Hamlyn, GTS – Public Notice on Power Outage, September 19th from 9:00 p.m. to 5:30 a.m. and another outage 8:45 a.m. to 9:00 a.m., September 20th   
Ms. Tremblay and Stewart Hamlyn, GTS, approached the Council and handed out a copy of an email from NTPC and advised she did visit the Town Manager to try and resolve her issue but did not get a resolution. 
Mr. Fremantle, Town Manager responded by repeating  what he wrote in the Notice that was posted to the public and reported his recollection of the meeting with Lorraine and Stewart on September 20th.  

Mr. Hamlyn provided a brief explanation of the process to service the plant for NTPC.

Mayor Johnson clarified what Ms. Tremblay wanted for a resolution which was to retract the comments on the public notice because it provided false information about their company.

Deputy Mayor Pope asked if the public notice was directed by council and Councillor Sheppard responded and advised that the notice was not requested by Council; that this appears to be a miscommunication issue between Administration and GTS.  

Mr. Fremantle responded and said that the EMO met on September 20th at 1:30 p.m. and directed him to provide the public notice.  Councillor Sheppard responded and said the public notice in question was handed out to the members at the commencement of the EMO meeting; that the flyer EMO members talked about publishing was going to be decided on September 20th at the 6:00 p.m. EMO meeting.  Mr. Fremantle apologized to Councillor Sheppard and said he was mistaken, that the public notice was sent out before the commencement of the EMO meeting at 1:30 p.m.
Direction was given to the Town Manager to verify the information with Mike Ocko, NTPC and proceed to write a note of apology to the public regarding the mis-communication and inaccurate information regarding GTS personnel in the area.   Have the apology published to the public. 
Deputy Mayor Pope requested that a representative from NTPC meet with the Council in the immediate future, to update them on issues with the power plant in Norman Wells. 

Mayor Johnson thanked Ms. Tremblay and Mr. Hamlyn for their time.
5. MINUTES

a) Minutes, Regular Meeting, September 13, 2011
Motion:

No. 11-356

Moved by:
Councillor Sheppard

Seconded by:
Councillor McDonald
‘Be it resolved that the Minutes for the Regular Meeting, dated September 13, 2011 is hereby adopted as presented.’












    Motion Carried
b) Notes, Committee of the Whole, September 6, 2011
Submitted as information.
6. OLD BUSINESS
a) Animal Control Officer – Extension

Deputy Mayor Pope declared a conflict of interest and left the room, the time being 7:56 p.m.

Motion:

No. 11-357

Moved by:
Councillor McDonald

Seconded by:
Councillor Sheppard

‘Be it resolved that the Council of the Town of Norman Wells hereby authorizes the Town Manager to extend Bruce and June McPherson’s Animal Control Officer’s duties from January 1, 2012 to December 31, 2012, at a cost of $18,000.00 salary plus $6,000.00 vehicle allowance for a total of $24,000.00 per year with the following conditions:  
(1) more timely monthly written reports and; 

(2) strict enforcement of By-Law No. 10-23, Companion Animal Control.’












    Motion Carried
Mr. Fremantle advised he has received just one written complaint regarding animal control to date.
Deputy Mayor Pope returned,  the time being 8:05 p.m.

b) Request for Letter of Support, National Tripartite Committee Regarding Homelessness in Norman Wells

Motion:

No. 11-358

Moved by:
Councillor Sheppard

Seconded by:
Councillor Greek

‘Be it resolved that the Council of the Town of Norman Wells hereby authorizes the Mayor to provide a letter of support to the National Tripartite Committee, SFRPHI (Surplus Federal Real Property for Homelessness Initiative), in support of SRRB and Aurora College purchasing two duplexes behind the RCMP building to be used to house transient students in Norman Wells; and further that this project would be beneficial for the community.’










 Motion Unanimously Defeated  

Mr. Keith Hickling was asked to approach the Council to speak on behalf of the SRRB.  Mr. Hickling advised that he was originally approached by Ms. Cece McCauley, NWLC regarding the units.  The units would be used to accommodate students from out of town to attend Aurora College.   SRRB was approached because NWLC was no longer interested in the project.  Federal funding will be provided for maintenance on the units to bring them up to code. 
The Council had concerns with how this would qualify as a homelessness benefit and Mr. Hickling advised it does not fall under the homelessness category but if it is made available to students from out of town it will qualify. 
Mayor Johnson advised that Aurora College did provide a letter of support to this project and would use the units to house students if they were available when needed.  
c) Snoopy Playground - installation
Administration was directed to prepare the playground and install the playground equipment at Snoopy Playground on Franklin Avenue, in the Spring 2012. 

  7.
NEW BUSINESS

a)
Schedule of Accounts 
Motion:

No. 11-359

Moved by:
Councillor Greek

Seconded by:
Councillor Pope
‘Be it resolved that the Schedule of Accounts in the amount of one million, three hundred twenty-three thousand, seven hundred ninety-seven dollars and thirty two cents ($1,323,797.32) is hereby approved as presented.’












    Motion Carried
During discussion, the following questions were asked:

· #16204 – What was the price of volunteer appreciation cake?

· #16163 – What was the date of the cheque?

· Is the underground waterline project completed and was it on budget?  Mr. Fremantle advised that the underground waterline project is completed and it is either on budget or slightly over budget.

Motion:

No. 11-360

Moved by:
Councillor Greek

Seconded by:
Councillor Pope

‘Be it resolved that the Schedule of Accounts in the amount of twelve thousand, four hundred six dollars and seventy four cents ($12,406.462) is hereby approved as presented.’












    Motion Carried

b)
By-Law No. 11-28, Disposal of Land (1st & 2nd Readings) 

Motion:
 
No. 11-361


Moved by:      
Councillor Pope


Seconded by:  
Councillor Sheppard
‘Be it resolved that First Reading be given to By-Law No. 11-28, Disposal of Land for Lot 2167, Plan 3445, (100 Quarry Road) to Jim Brown for the sum of $28,860.00 plus G.S.T. in fee simple title.’









Motion Carried.


Motion:
 
No. 11-362


Moved by:      
Councillor Pope


Seconded by:  
Councillor Greek
‘Be it resolved that Second Reading be given to By-Law No. 11-28, Disposal of Land for Lot 2167, Plan 3445, (100 Quarry Road) to Jim Brown for the sum of $28,860.00 plus G.S.T. in fee simple title.’










Motion Carried.


Motion:
 
No. 11-363


Moved by:      
Councillor Scott


Seconded by:  
Councillor McDonald
‘Be it resolved that the Council Unanimously agreed to give Third Reading to By-Law No. 11-28, Disposal of Land for Lot 2167, Plan 3445, (100 Quarry Road) to Jim Brown for the sum of $28,860.00 plus G.S.T. in fee simple title.’










Motion Carried.


Motion:
 
No. 11-364


Moved by:      
Councillor Pope


Seconded by:  
Councillor Greek
‘Be it resolved that Third Reading be given to By-Law No. 11-28, Disposal of Land for Lot 2167, Plan 3445, (100 Quarry Road) to Jim Brown for the sum of $28,860.00 plus G.S.T. in fee simple title.’










Motion Carried.

c)
Direction Regarding Acquisition of Lot 79, Group 1158, Plan 748
The above mentioned lot is Federal property and there has been no interest in it from the public to date.  This lot is located at a critical junction of the Town’s underground water, sewer and gas lines.  In order for the town to maintain accessibility to the underground lines it must access on and through this lot.  Any development of this lot would be very restricted.  The adjacent lot is a town playground that will be refurbished for Spring 2012.  Due to the popularity of the park we would like to expand it into Lot 79 which would allow us to maintain clear access at all times to the underground pipes and access to the right-of-way along the back of the lots in this area.  It is proposed that MACA be requested to apply to the Federal Government to acquire Lot 79; once in MACA’s inventory, the town would like to acquire fee simple title to it for $1.00 by an acquisition by-law.  

Administration was directed to proceed with the necessary process to acquire  Lot 79, Group 1158, Plan 748. 
d) Request to Attend LGANT Conference – October 25-27, 2011
Motion:
No. 11-365
Moved by:
Councillor Scott
Seconded by:
Councillor McDonald
'Be it resolved that the Director of Finance be authorized to attend the 2011 LGANT AGM & Professional Development Conference, October 25-27, Yellowknife, NT.’

Motion Carried
For: Councillors Sheppard, Scott, McDonald, Greek

Against: Mayor Johnson, Deputy Mayor Pope

e) Norman Wells Softball Association, Request for Donation
Motion:
No. 11-366
Moved by:
Councillor Greek
Seconded by:
Councillor Sheppard
 ‘Be it resolved that the Council of the Town of Norman Wells hereby authorize

 the Town Manager to donate a six (6) month membership to the Fitness Centre

 to the Norman Wells Softball Association to be used as a door prize at their 2011

 seasonal wind up dinner and award night.’

Motion Carried

f) Mountain Avens Award - Winners
Motion:
No. 11-367
Moved by:
Councillor Pope
Seconded by:
Councillor Greek
‘Be it resolved that the Council of the Town of Norman Wells hereby approves the following as Winners of the 2011 Mountain Avens Award with a cheque in the amount of $200.00 each:

1) 9 Carcajou Ave. – Mop & Sharon Miller

2) 11 Carcajou Ave. – Pamela Lennie

3) 18 Falcon Ave. –  Mark & Cindy Collier 

4) 12 Ptarmigan Ave. – Michael Chinna

5) 5 Snowy Owl Ave. – Trevor & Chris Yachimee.’
Motion Carried.
g) Letter, GNWT, MACA, Lease of BLT Lands
Submitted for information.
h) Letter, Min. of Finance, Request to Hold a Plebiscite
Deferred to the next Committee of the Whole, October 4, 2011. 
i) Letter, Phillip & Paula Spencer, Invoice from the Town
Items number 7.i) and 11.a) were dealt with together.  
This issue regarding outstanding invoice was considered an administration issue therefore it was referred back to administration.

j) Request for Donation of Use of Community Hall, Yoga Classes
Motion:
No. 11-368

Moved by:
Councillor Scott

Seconded by:
Councillor Sheppard

 ‘Be it resolved that the Council of the Town of Norman Wells hereby authorize

 the Town Manager to donate the use of the Community Hall to Lorraine Tremblay to teach Yoga classes, commencing September 2011 and ending August 2012; Mondays, Wednesdays and Fridays from 5:00 p.m. to 7:00 p.m. and that the rental fee and the damage deposit fee be waived.’

Motion Carried

k) Request for Donation of Use of Community Hall, Playgroup
Motion:
No. 11-369
Moved by:
Councillor McDonald
Seconded by:
Councillor Greek
‘Be it resolved that the Council of the Town of Norman Wells hereby authorize the Town Manager to donate the use of the Community Hall and storage area to Shannon Caidler for Playgroup (children up to six years old), commencing September 2011 and ending August 2012; Tuesdays, Thursdays, and Sundays from 9:00 a.m. to 11:30 a.m. and that the rental fee and the damage deposit fee be waived.’

Motion Carried

Administration was directed to review the by-law regarding the use of the Community Hall by user groups and report back to council with a recommendation. 

l) By-Law No. 11-29, Acquisition of Land (1st & 2nd Readings)

Motion:
 
No. 11-370


Moved by:      
Councillor Greek


Seconded by:  
Councillor McDonald
‘Be it resolved that First Reading be given to By-Law No. 11-29, Acquisition of Commissioner’s Land for Roads R84 to R86 and R89 to R91, Plan 4352 for the sum of $1.00.’










Motion Carried.



Motion:
 
No. 11-371


Moved by:      
Councillor McDonald


Seconded by:  
Councillor Pope
‘Be it resolved that Second Reading be given to By-Law No. 11-29, Acquisition of Commissioner’s Land for Roads R84 to R86 and R89 to R91, Plan 4352 for the sum of $1.00.’










Motion Carried.


Motion:
 
No. 11-372


Moved by:      
Councillor Pope


Seconded by:  
Councillor Scott
‘Be it resolved that the Council Unanimously agreed to give Third Reading to By-Law No. 11-29, Acquisition of Commissioner’s Land for Roads R84 to R86 and R89 to R91, Plan 4352 for the sum of $1.00.’










Motion Carried.


Motion:
 
No. 11-373


Moved by:      
Councillor Pope


Seconded by:  
Councillor Greek
‘Be it resolved that Third Reading be given to By-Law No. 11-29, Acquisition of Commissioner’s Land for Roads R84 to R86 and R89 to R91, Plan 4352 for the sum of $1.00.’










Motion Carried.

  8.
COMMITTEE REPORTS

a)
Recreation

      i)
None.  

b) Town Planning and Land Use
i) Home Occupation Applications
a) Location: Lot 278, Plan 1522 – 24 Falcon Ave.

Halli Bjornson
A.T.A. Services – Civil & Structural Consulting Services



Motion:
 
No. 11-374


Moved by:      
Councillor Pope


Seconded by:  
Councillor Scott
‘Be it resolved that the Council of the Town of Norman Wells hereby approve an Application for Home Occupation for Halli Bjornson, A.T.A. Services – Civil & Structural Consulting Services, on Lot 278, Plan 1522 (24 Falcon Ave.).’










Motion Carried.

b) Location: Lot 2061, Plan 1520

Glenda James
Willow Works

Sewing, Quilting, Crafts and Epicure Spices



Motion:
 
No. 11-375


Moved by:      
Councillor McDonald


Seconded by:  
Councillor Pope
‘Be it resolved that the Council of the Town of Norman Wells hereby approve an Application for Home Occupation for Glenda James, Willow Works – Sewing , Quilting, Crafts and Epicure Spices, on Lot 2061, Plan 1520 (13 Willow Crescent).’










Motion Carried.

c)
Resource Development Impact Group

i)
Deputy Mayor Pope advised that the committee will be scheduled to meet in the near future.
d)   Emergency Measures Organization


i)
Draft Minutes, September 20, 2011, Meeting #1



Submitted for information.



ii) Draft Minutes, September 20, 2011, Meeting #2




Submitted for information. 


       iii) Draft Minutes, September 15, 2011




Submitted for information. 

Administration was directed to invite a representative from NTPC to meet with Council at their earliest convenience. 

e)   Audit & Efficiency (A & E) Committee


i)
The next scheduled meeting is Wednesday, October 5, 2011 at 7:00 p.m. 
f) Public Works & Utilities


i) 
No report. 

9.
TOWN MANAGER’S REPORT

Provided an update on the following: 

· Re: Project Manager – Job Description; asked for direction; 

· Arena roof - update;

· Snoopy Playground – to be installed in Spring 2012;
· Sewer force main is postponed to Spring of 2012;

· Roads on Franklin Ave., Tulita Street and Riverview are completed;

Administration was directed to proceed with advertising for the Project Manager position.  

10.
COUNCIL FORUM

Councillor Pope 
- complemented public works on the condition of the roads;  
· Asked for an update on the road maintenance; 

· Asked if Council had given Administration direction to write someone regarding the lack of a recyclables program in town; suggested a letter be written to ENR as to what our options are for such a program;
· Asked for an update on the interview progress for a SAO position and a Water Plant Operator position;  he was advised it is still in the interview stage and that a full report will be provided to Council;


Councillor McDonald
-commented on the power issue and asked if other Sahtu  

                                                   communities are having similar issues;  


Councillor Sheppard
- commented on fire hydrants that were installed on the water line / boardwalk between Franklin and Tulita and asked if they will be maintained; he was advised they will be maintained;

Councillor Greek
- No comment; 


Councillor Scott
- No comment. 


Mayor Johnson
- No comment.  
11.
CORRESPONDENCE REQUIRING COUNCIL COMMENT  
a) None
12.
ADJOURNMENT
         Motion:
 No. 11-376
         Moved by:
 Councillor Sheppard
         ‘Be it resolved that we hereby adjourn, the time being 9:32 p.m.’

      



                                                       
  Motion Carried

_______________________________        
_______________________________

         Mayor



Town Manager
