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Town of Norman Wells

Regular Council Meeting


Minutes of the Regular Meeting of Council held Tuesday, January 25, 2011,
in the Council Chambers.


Present:

Dudley Johnson

Mayor 




Frank Pope


Deputy Mayor








Laurel McDonald

Councillor
Craig Scott


Councillor




Ed Sheppard


Councillor


Regrets:

Bob Greek


Councillor

 
Administration:
Ian Fremantle

Town Manager




Judy Sheppard

Town Clerk





Deni Gaccione

Assistant Town Manager
 

Visitor:

Warren Wright

Darrell (Mop) Miller





Nic Ochsner


Cece McCauley




1.
CALL TO ORDER

The meeting was called to order at 7:00 p.m. by Mayor Johnson.  
2.
DECLARATION OF CONFLICT OF INTEREST

Councillor Sheppard declared a conflict of interest on agenda item no. 5. b) because he is 
an employee of North-Wright Airways Ltd. 
3.
REVIEW AND ADOPTION OF AGENDA

Motion:
No. 11-10

Moved by:
Councillor Sheppard

Seconded by:
Councillor McDonald

‘Be it resolved that the Agenda for the Regular Meeting of Council 


dated Tuesday, January 25, 2011 be adopted with the following amendments:


Delete:


6. g)  Letter, of Support of Community Wildfire Prevention Plans


Add:


4. c)  Minutes, Public Meeting of Council, January 20, 2011

Resolution


6. g)  Letter, Jane Han, Request for Assistance



Discussion.’












    Motion Carried
4. MINUTES
a) Minutes, Regular Meeting, January 11, 2011 

Motion:
 
No. 11-11


Moved by:      
Councillor McDonald


Seconded by:  
Councillor Sheppard
‘Be it resolved that the Minutes for the Regular Meeting of Council, dated January 11, 2011 is hereby adopted as presented.’












Motion Carried
b) Notes, Committee of the Whole, January 18, 2011

      Submitted for information.
c) Minutes, Public Meeting, January 20, 2011

Motion:
 
No. 11-12


Moved by:      
Councillor McDonald


Seconded by:  
Councillor Pope
‘Be it resolved that the Minutes for the Public Meeting of Council, dated January 20, 2011 is hereby adopted as presented.’












Motion deferred
The minutes of the public meeting, January 20, 2011 were deferred to the next Council meeting, February 8, 2011.

5. OLD BUSINESS
a) Letter, Seamus & Wanda Quigg, Request for Assistance
The Council did not have sufficient information to make a decision therefore this item was deferred to the next Council meeting, February 8, 2011.
b) Letter, North-Wright Airways Ltd., Request for Assistance


Councillor Sheppard left the room, the time being 7:08 p.m.



Motion:
No. 11-13

Moved by:      
Councillor Scott

Seconded by:  
Councillor McDonald

‘Be it resolved that the Council of the Town of Norman Wells hereby approves the refund to North-Wright Airways Ltd. in the amount of $6,619.61 as per their letter referring to the December 3, 2010 freeze-up.’











Motion Carried
Administration was directed to write Imperial Oil Ltd. and ask if they would reconsider providing financial assistance to the town on this incident because the freeze-up was caused by low gas pressure which happened late at night. 

Councillor Sheppard returned, the time being 7:12 p.m.

  6.
NEW BUSINESS

a)
Town as Energy Provider - Termination 


Motion:
       No. 11-14

Moved by:      Councillor Pope

Seconded by:  Councillor Sheppard
‘Be it resolved that the Council of the Town of Norman Wells hereby terminates their role as the energy provider for the Town of Norman Wells effective June 30, 2014; and further that the Town plans to do everything possible within their financial ability to help residents and businesses convert to an alternate energy.’
Motion Deferred
 


      The Council did not have sufficient information to make a decision therefore this item 

      was deferred to the new committee for alternate energy. 

b)
Blasting Contract, NEYO Drilling & Blasting Ltd., Award 



Motion:
       No. 11-15

Moved by:      Councillor Sheppard

Seconded by:  Councillor Pope
‘Be it resolved that the Council of the Town of Norman Wells hereby authorizes the Town Manager to award the contract for Blasting of ‘D’ and ‘E’ Rock to NEYO Drilling and Blasting Ltd. in the amount of $8,571.00 per day to a maximum of 5 weeks, effective upon a new executed quarry lease between Imperial Oil and the Town of Norman Wells.’
Motion Carried
c) Sorting & Stockpiling Contract, Award
Councillor Scott declared a conflict of interest on agenda item no. 6. c) because he is an employee of Hodgson’s Contracting (2005) Inc. and left the room, the time being 7:25 p.m. 
Motion:
No. 11-16

Moved by:
Councillor Pope

Seconded by:
Councillor Sheppard

‘Be it resolved that the Council of the Town of Norman Wells hereby authorizes the Town Manager to award the contract for Sorting and Stockpiling of ‘D’ Rock – 250 m3 and ‘E’ Rock – 5000 m3 to Hodgson’s Contracting (2005) Inc. and Red Dog Mountain Contracting as per the tender application received, effective upon a new executed quarry lease between Imperial Oil Ltd. and the Town of Norman Wells.’

Motion Carried


Councillor Pope expressed concern that this contractor may be over extending 
himself due to the amount of work he has accepted both in town and out of town; and 
suggested that the Town work closely with the blaster contractor to ensure the work is 
being done in a timely manner. 


Councillor Scott returned, the time being 7:29 p.m.

d) Board of Revision – Date and Members 
Motion:
No. 11-17
Moved by:
Councillor McDonald
Seconded by:
Councillor Sheppard
‘Be it resolved that the date for the Board of Revision Hearing be established as March 2, 2011 to address appeals regarding the 2010 Property Tax Assessment Rolls; and that the following members be appointed to the Norman Wells Board of Revision:
1. Ms. Dee Opperman, member
2. Mr. David James, member
3. Mr. Harold McGregor, member
4. Deputy Mayor Pope, member.’

Motion Carried
e) Purchase of Service Vehicle
Motion:
No. 11-18

Moved by:
Councillor Pope
Seconded by:
Councillor Scott
‘Be it resolved that the Council of the Town of Norman Wells hereby authorizes the Town Manager to amend the 2011 capital budget for replacement of the Gas Utilities Service Vehicle; the recommended item for purchase is 2011 F150 4CLT $32,500.00; and further that the money would come from the Equipment Replacement Reserve.’

Motion Carried

f) Letter, Terri Richards, Request for Assistance
The Council required additional information to make a decision therefore this item was deferred to the next Council meeting, February 8, 2011.
g) Letter, Jane Han, Request for Assistance
The Council required additional information to make a decision therefore this item was deferred to the next Council meeting, February 8, 2011.
h) Letter, Beverly Chamberlin, NWLC Application to MACA for BLT
A letter was received from Beverly Chamberlin, Director, Lands Administration, GNWT Municipal and Community Affairs advising that “Municipal and Community Affairs (MACA) have been working with the Norman Wells Land Corporation (NWLC) for some time to establish an interest in Commissioner’s Land located outside of the municipal boundary of the Town of Norman Wells, in the Norman Wells Block Land Transfer Area.  

MACA and the NWLC have completed their deliberations, and a 30 year Commissioner’s Land Lease has been forwarded to the NWLC for their signature.  The effective date of the Lease is February 1, 2011.  The Lease terms and conditions are considered confidential and cannot be made available to the Town of Norman Wells without MACA first obtaining the express written consent of the NWLC.”  

Administration was directed to write Ms. Chamberlin and ask why the Lease with NWLC is confidential; usually Leases for Commissioner’s Land are public information; also, in the future, what is the process for acquiring Commissioner’s Lands.  

Mayor Johnson commented that he is disappointed that the Council was excluded from the whole process of this acquisition of Commissioner’s Lands.  

i) Request from Administration to Attend Seminar, Yellowknife, NT
Motion:
No. 11-19

Moved by:
Councillor McDonald

Seconded by:
Councillor Sheppard

‘Be it resolved that the Council of the Town of Norman Wells hereby authorizes the Town Manager to attend a “2010 Employment Law Year in Review” Seminar with McLennan Ross Legal Council in Yellowknife, NT on February 16, 2011.’

Motion Carried

Administration was directed to inquire with McLennan Ross if they would consider scheduling a few of their seminars in Norman Wells. 

Councillor Pope expressed concern that the town is providing training to the staff but there is no guarantee how long they will be employed with the Town. 

  8.
COMMITTEE REPORTS

a)
Recreation

      i)
No report.
b) Town Planning and Land Use

i)
No report.



c)
Resource Development Impact Group

i)
 No report.
d)   Emergency Measures Organization

i)
No report.


e)   Audit & Efficiency (A & E) Committee


i)
No report.
9.

COUNCIL FORUM
Councillor Pope
-
commented that over several months now, referrals have been going to Inuvik hospital instead of Yellowknife hospital; the deal was that when we got our own SHSSA in Norman Wells, referrals would be sent to Yellowknife; the cost to the patient is cheaper to travel to Yellowknife; suggested to write the local Health Board and ask why so many referrals are sent to Inuvik rather than Yellowknife; 

-
commented that he is assuming that Administration will have documents and an agenda prepared for NTPC’s visit; 

Councillor McDonald 
-
no comment;  
Councillor Sheppard
- 
suggested that the Norman Wells Early Childhood Development be contacted and asked if they plan to close any time soon; 

-
suggested that the new committee for gas should be established immediately; asked what are we doing to recruit members;

Councillor Scott
-
commented that the structure for committees of council has changed; what is the process for this; when will the Recreation Committee be meeting with the Committee of the Whole;
Mayor Johnson
-
commented that following the public meeting, January 20th, he has received calls regarding energy problem; he feels the town has two problems: 1) power problem with old generators  2) heating; he feels electricity is too expensive; he provided a handout to the councilors and asked them to review this proposal and discuss it at another meeting;  
10.
TOWN MANAGER’S REPORT

1. Staff member did not pass probation – released from town employment effective February 11, 2011;
2. Phone call from Mackenzie Hotel (Jane Han) freeze-up as result of gas emergency December 21, 2010. Closed over the Christmas and New Year – nobody in attendance at premises;
3. Sewer spill in sewer force main building; air pressure valve blew apart; repairs and clean-up effected in 3 hours; spill report filed (occurrence January 17 – report January 18); 
4. New quarry contract with Imperial Oil Ltd. ongoing; 
5. Blasting / Sorting / Stockpiling contracts – subject to new contract between Town and Imperial Oil Ltd.;
6. Repairs to force main (cleaning sludge in primary pods – government stimulus funds (sewer) – discussing with MACA;
7. New pick-up for natural gas employee – starting April 1, 2011;
8. LGANT Board meeting in Yellowknife, February 3, 2011 is cancelled and will be rescheduled;

9. Resolution to service lot for new health care building;

10. Stove installation costs (Imperial Oil uncomfortable without a resolution);

11. Memo regarding selection process for electric stoves inserted with January Natural Gas bills; 

12. Leader of the committee for transition;
13. 40 lb. propane cylinders for zamboni are all outdated (have a 5 year life); 

Mr. Fremantle inquired regarding who would be responsible for costs of stove installations; will it be the town or a personal cost to customers;  it was reiterated that the new committee for natural gas needs to be established immediately and that Mr. Fremantle, Town Manager would be the contact person for the new stoves. 
Mr. Ochsner, IOR advised:

· the H2S issue is looming and it is IOR’s feeling that the stoves be replaced by October 31, 2011;  
· if they were approached, IOR would consider partnering with the town for installation of stoves;
11.
CORRESPONDENCE REQUIRING COUNCIL COMMENT  

a)  NWTAC, Public Hearings on Bill 14: An Act to Amend the Conflict of Interest Act 


     Submitted for information.


b)  GNWT, Invitation to Attend the 2011-2012 Budget Address

     Submitted for information.

12.
ADJOURNMENT
         Motion:
 No. 11-20
         Moved by:
 Councillor Pope
         Seconded by:
Councillor Sheppard
         ‘Be it resolved that we hereby adjourn, the time being 8:39 p.m.’

      



                                                       
  Motion Carried

_______________________________        
_______________________________

         Mayor



Town Manager















